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Hebrew University – Personal Statement 
 
Prompt: Why do you wish to study abroad? Be sure to relate your essay to your program of 
study and your academic goals. (300-500 words) 
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______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 In June 2014 as I sat in Ben Gurion Airport waiting to return to New York, I reflected on 

the two biggest takeaways from my trip: the deep connection I felt with the land of Israel, its 

people, and its language, and the strong link I noticed between Israel’s entrepreneurial spirit and 

my own. At that moment, I decided I wanted to become fluent in Hebrew and to work in Israel 

after college. I wish to study abroad in Israel to immerse myself in Hebrew and better understand 

Israeli work culture.  

 My first ambition, achieving fluency, stems from a combination of personal background 

and an incredible Taglit-Birthright experience. I attended a Jewish day school and excelled in 

Hebrew classes. Though I traveled to Israel on an eighth grade class trip, the summer after my 

freshman year of college I decided to return through Taglit-Birthright, hoping to appreciate the 

country even more. That’s exactly what happened. One of the greatest experiences of that trip 

was spending five days with Israeli soldiers; I developed friendships with them that I still 

maintain, and from them I learned what it means to serve a country you love. On that trip I 

ended up falling in love with Israel, its culture, and its native tongue.  

 I realized last June not only how beautiful Hebrew is as a language, but also how close I 

already am to being fluent. I returned home inspired, attempting to incorporate Hebrew into my 

daily life. For the past year I’ve used free time to stream Eilat’s 102FM, listen to the Idan 

Raichel Project, devour the Hebrew translation of the Catcher in the Rye, practice Hebrew 

conversation, and watch all of MakoTV’s Ramzor, Mesudarim, and Hatufim. But in America, 

such efforts can only get me so far. I long to return to Israel where I can master Hebrew through 

immersion. 
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 At Hebrew University, I intend to take five classes that will help satisfy my course 

requirements at Case Western—for dual-degree finance (B.S.) and computer science (B.A.)—

and simultaneously allow me to develop fluency in Hebrew. I tentatively plan on taking courses 

in Economics (English), Math or Statistics (English), one additional subject in English, 

mandatory Hebrew language, and one additional subject in Hebrew.    

 Studying at Hebrew University and becoming fluent will place me in a key position to 

work in Israel after college. I’m studying finance and computer science at Case Western because 

they complement my interest in entrepreneurship. Ultimately, I aim to either become the 

proprietor or run the financial side of a tech-based corporation. Therefore, I’m keen to work in 

Israel because it serves as the world capital of finance- and technology-based startup companies. 

Hebrew fluency will make me a more competitive applicant for Israeli positions. In the long run 

after returning to America, I’d love to turn my Israeli connections into enduring business 

partnerships.  

While that reality may be years away, working towards it begins with studying abroad in 

Israel next spring.  (495 words) 

 
 


